
OPEN LETTER TO SOUTH AFRICA’S HEADS OF EDUCATION: 

The brutality experienced in the world today resides in the human heart – the 

very place that education, to date, has marginalised because the development 

of EQ is seen as a ‘soft’ subject, unlike science, technology, mathematics and 

robotics. Society has paid the cruel price of a global education system that for 

generations has viewed gentleness as weakness, selfishness as realism, 

compassion as a liability.   

This is why the television interview on eNCA on 31 July 2019 with MEC for 

Education in Gauteng, Minister Panyaza Lesufi, was uplifting. He said that the 

‘soft’ subjects (to use his word) had to become a focal point in education as we 

navigate the future. 

It’s not that this is something new. More than 2000 years ago, Aristotle put it 

this way: “Educating the mind without educating the heart is no education at 

all.” 

But it is something that is critical to the very time we are living in now, as we 

are forced to take responsibility for ecological collapse on a massive scale, 

devastation caused by severe changes in weather, and the callous disregard 

for suffering of traumatised societies. The United Nations’ development goal 

for education states that by 2030 all learners will “acquire the knowledge and 

skills needed to promote sustainable development.” It is safe to say that 

sustainable development will simply never be achieved unless the skills of the 

heart are nurtured and developed to become a vital component in all 

decision-making. 

So how do we set about redefining our humanity? Ironically, it starts with the 

very young being given an understanding that care and respect for each 

other, the animals and nature itself, is what gives us human dignity. Without 

it there is no dignity – only degradation.  

A 9-year-old learner from a disadvantaged background who has benefited 

from our programme on The Five Freedoms for Animals, as endorsed by the 

World Organisation for Animal Health, gave this answer when asked why he 

so obviously enjoyed the programme: “Because some people will become 

good from this learning.” Profound indeed.  

I have written to Mr Lesufi asking for an interview, as well as to Brian 

Schreuder, Head of Education in the Western Cape. I hope to bring you much 

more on this in the near future. 

Louise van der Merwe, Managing Trustee, The Humane Education Trust. 



 

 

 


