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Until the COVID-19 pandemic hit the world, the major 
rationale for humane education was that treating 
animals badly brought about negative characteristics 
such as violent behaviour in humans, to the 
detriment of society as a whole. 

Let’s take a look at this long-standing rationale first, 
before we examine COVID’s impact –
an impact which has resulted in a fundamental 
reconceptualisation of humane education.

Humane Education



The major rationale for humane education before COVID

George Angell, 
founder of the Massachusetts SPCA 
in the nineteenth century, is often called the 
father of humane education. 

He believed that… 

“every step in teaching kindness to 
animals is a step to prevent crime… 
a step in promoting the growth of 
those qualities of heart which will 
elevate human souls… and the time 
to start is early childhood.” 

https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED120087.pdf

https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED120087.pdf


The major rationale for humane education before COVID

Over the decades much has been written about 
the link between animal abuse and human violence. 

Animal welfare organisations made much use of 
‘the link’ in attempts to persuade people to be 
kinder to animals for their own sakes and the 
sake of society. 

One of the most well-known resources in this regard is titled: 
Child Abuse, Domestic Violence, and Animal Abuse – Linking 
the Circles of Compassion for Prevention and Intervention.

PHIL ARKOW
co-author of the book



The major rationale for humane education before COVID

A judgment handed down by South Africa’s 
Constitutional Court in 2016 notes that 

“animal protection safeguards the 
moral status of humans and the 
degeneration of human values.”

https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/national/2016-12-

08-why-a-constitutional-court-ruling-in-an-animal-

cruelty-case-is-important-for-fighting-corruption/

https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/national/2016-12-08-why-a-constitutional-court-ruling-in-an-animal-cruelty-case-is-important-for-fighting-corruption/


Then along came COVID

The onslaught of COVID-19 has profoundly 

changed our understanding of humane education 
and introduced an urgency for its implementation in schools. 



Then along came COVID

For the first time, humans got an inkling that 

the way we treat animals has implications 
for the health of planet earth as a whole including ourselves.

Who would have thought that a wild-caught pangolin (or maybe a bat) 
caged in the torment of a wet market in far-away China, could possibly be 
responsible for the outbreak of COVID across the entire globe. 

While the link between animal abuse and human violence remains true, 
the implications of animal abuse are now massively extrapolated such that 
animal abuse literally threatens our own survival as a species.



Then along came COVID

The World Health Organisation (WHO) 
has announced it is still 
not certain as to the origin of COVID-19. 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2021-08-17/where-did-covid-
come-from-report-on-infected-wuhan-wild-animals-sheds-new-light

Did the virus jump species in the torment, torture and slaughter 
of a live animal market in China’s city of Wuhan? 

Or was it an accidental leak from a Chinese laboratory doing 
research on corona viruses?  

Whatever the case, the WHO has classified COVID-19 as a 
zoonotic disease, transmissible from animals to humans. 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2021-08-17/where-did-covid-come-from-report-on-infected-wuhan-wild-animals-sheds-new-light


Then along came COVID

We know now that viruses to which we have no immunity lurk in these places 

and that every eco-system that is destroyed to make way for soya to feed pigs 

and chickens on factory farms, brings us in contact with potentially deadly 

new viruses. 

The blame for COVID-19 has been placed to a very large degree on humanity’s 
invasion and decimation of wild spaces in order to grow food for the billions of 
farmed animals trapped in cages around the world. 





Then along came COVID

We know too, that poor animal welfare is a breeding ground for corona viruses 
that can be transmitted to humans, as evidenced in previous respiratory 
epidemics like SARS and MERS.



Then along came COVID

In an article published by the New York Times, Professor David Benatar, 
head of philosophy and director of the Bioethics Centre at the University of Cape Town, 
says this: 

“Simply put, 

the coronavirus pandemic is a result of our gross maltreatment of animals... 

Real prevention requires taking steps to minimise the chances of the virus 

or other infectious agents emerging in the first place”. Such steps require 

“a compassionate appraisal of our treatment of nonhuman animals.”



Picture: Selman Hoşgör NEW SCIENTIST

https://www.newscientist.com/article/mg24933240-800-how-our-abuse-of-nature-makes-
pandemics-like-covid-19-more-likely/

Read  New Scientist  to see how our abuse of nature makes 
Pandemics like covid-19 more likely

https://www.newscientist.com/article/mg24933240-800-how-our-abuse-of-nature-makes-pandemics-like-covid-19-more-likely/


Then along came COVID

The Humane Education Trust is one of the first educational organisations worldwide 
to have developed cutting-edge, curriculum-aligned lesson plans designed to 
empower learners with the knowledge and understanding required to nurture 
the tiny green shoots of a One Health/One Welfare world.



Here is an example of one 
of our Lesson Plans aligned with 

the Curriculum in Life Orientation 
for Grade 9

Thank you for your time and interest… Louise van der Merwe



















































https://www.regenagsa.org.za/regenerative-grazing/

https://www.regenagsa.org.za/regenerative-grazing/


We know now that the impact of violence reaches further than what 
we experience, see, hear and feel in our own homes and communities.

We can stop the violence against Earth herself by exploring the latent, 
inherent violence that we have unknowingly, and unintentionally made 
part of our daily lives. 

With this awareness a humane ethos will begin to filter through 
society at every level.







Fish
https://www.ciwf.eu/media/7437870/why-fish-welfare-matters_the-evidence-for-fish-sentience_ciwf-
2019.pdf

Octopus
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3s0LTDhqe5A

Cows
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/28/arts/music/cow-concert-scandinavian-cello-school.html

Food waste
https://www.wwf.org.za/?21962/The-truth-about-our-food-waste-
problem#:~:text=In%20South%20Africa%2C%2010%20million,chain%20%E2%80%93%20from%20farm%
20to%20fork

http://www.fao.org/publications/sofi/en/

https://www-cdn.oxfam.org/s3fs-public/file_attachments/hidden_hunger_in_south_africa_0.pdf

Antonio Guterres
https://unfccc.int/news/un-secretary-general-making-peace-with-nature-is-the-defining-task-of-the-
21st-century

https://www.ciwf.eu/media/7437870/why-fish-welfare-matters_the-evidence-for-fish-sentience_ciwf-2019.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3s0LTDhqe5A
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/28/arts/music/cow-concert-scandinavian-cello-school.html
https://www.wwf.org.za/?21962/The-truth-about-our-food-waste-problem#:~:text=In%20South%20Africa%2C%2010%20million,chain%20%E2%80%93%20from%20farm%20to%20fork
http://www.fao.org/publications/sofi/en/
https://www-cdn.oxfam.org/s3fs-public/file_attachments/hidden_hunger_in_south_africa_0.pdf
https://unfccc.int/news/un-secretary-general-making-peace-with-nature-is-the-defining-task-of-the-21st-century







