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Until the COVID-19 pandemic hit the world, the major 
rationale for humane education was that treating 
animals badly brought about negative characteristics 
such as violent behaviour in humans, to the 
detriment of society as a whole. 

[ŜǘΩǎ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƻƴƎ-standing rationale first, 
ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ /h±L5Ωǎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ς
an impact which has resulted in a fundamental 
reconceptualisation of humane education.

Humane Education



The major rationale for humane education beforeCOVID

George Angell, 
founder of the Massachusetts SPCA 
in the nineteenth century, is often called the 
father of humane education. 

IŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƘŀǘΧ 

άŜǾŜǊȅ ǎǘŜǇ ƛƴ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƪƛƴŘƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ 
ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǘŜǇ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ŎǊƛƳŜΧ 
a step in promoting the growth of 
those qualities of heart which will 
ŜƭŜǾŀǘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǎƻǳƭǎΧ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ 
ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƛǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘΦέ 

https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED120087.pdf

https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED120087.pdf


The major rationale for humane education beforeCOVID

Over the decades much has been written about 
the link between animal abuse and human violence. 

Animal welfare organisations made much use of 
ΨǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪΩ in attempts to persuade people to be 
kinder to animals for their own sakes and the 
sake of society. 

One of the most well-known resources in this regard is titled: 
Child Abuse, Domestic Violence, and Animal Abuse ςLinking 
the Circles of Compassion for Prevention and Intervention.
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The major rationale for humane education beforeCOVID

! ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘ ƘŀƴŘŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ōȅ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ 
Constitutional Court in 2016 notes that 

άŀƴƛƳŀƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǎŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ 
moral status of humans and the 
ŘŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΦέ

https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/national/2016-12-

08-why-a-constitutional-court-ruling-in-an-animal-

cruelty-case-is-important-for-fighting-corruption/

https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/national/2016-12-08-why-a-constitutional-court-ruling-in-an-animal-cruelty-case-is-important-for-fighting-corruption/


Then along came COVID

The onslaught of COVID-19 has profoundly 

changed our understanding of humane education 
and introduced an urgency for its implementation in schools. 


