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Society has paid the cruel price of a global

education system that for generations has

viewed gentleness as weakness, selfishness

as realism, compassion as mostly politically

incorrect unless directed exclusively at

humans.

This is why the television interview on eNCA

on 31 July 2019 with MEC for Education in

Gauteng,

was uplifting. He

said that the 'soft'

subjects (to use his

word) had to become

a focal point in

education as we

navigate the future.

It's not that this is

something new.

More than 2000

years ago, Aristotle

put it this way:

But it is

something that is critical to the very time we

are living in now, as we are forced, each of

us, to own responsibility for ecological

collapse and the violence we see, hear and

feel all around us on such a massive scale.

The United Nations' development goal for

education states that by 2030 all learners

must “acquire the knowledge and skills

needed to promote sustainable development.”

It is safe to say that sustainable development

will simply never be achieved unless the

skills of the heart are nurtured and

Minister

Panyaza Lesufi,

“Educating the mind without educating the

heart is no education at all.”

OPEN LETTER to South Africa’s

Heads of Education

developed to become a vital component in all

decision-making.

So how do we set about redefining our

humanity?  It starts with the very young

being given an understanding that care and

respect for each other, the animals and

nature itself, is what gives us our human

dignity.

In his international

best-seller Emotional

Intelligence:

Daniel

Goleman uncovers

the immense social

cost of being

emotionally 'tone-

deaf' and I would like to alert our education

authorities to the contents of this book.

I have written to Mr Lesufi, as well as to

Brian Schreuder, Head of Education in the

Western Cape, requesting an interview

regarding their thoughts on the development

of EQ in education.

Managing Trustee

Without care and

respect, there is

no dignity – only

degradation.

Louise van der Merwe

Why it

can matter more

than IQ,

The Humane Education Trust

At the time of going to print, I had not

received a reply from either one.

“Deep emotions are expressed in the heart

and there is a powerful mind-heart

connection. We now know that there is an

immense amount of neural innovation that

comes from the brain stem into the heart –

and that it's a two-way street.”

– James Doty, brain surgeon and founder of the

Centre for Compassion and Altruism Research and

Education at the Stanford University School of

Medicine.

The brutality experienced in the world today resides somewhere deep within

the human psyche, in a place where the heart has been excluded from our

decision-making, in a place where Emotional Intelligence (EQ) has been stifled

by our education system because the development of EQ is seen as a 'soft'

subject, unlike science, technology, mathematics, robotics and coding.



Louise van der Merwe (left) was invited to

present  Humane Education’s work at the

between 21 – 24 July this year.

The focus:

Sixth

Annual Oxford Animal Ethics Summer School

Humane Education - Increasing

Sensitivity to Animals and Humans.
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She says:

Louise thanks deputy director of

the Oxford Centre for Animal Ethics, for hosting

this immensely inspirational event, attracting

delegates from all over the world.

Our thanks too to Clair’s father, Reverend

Professor the centre’s

founder and director, and Louise’s inspiration

for all of 30 years.

“Being part of this event was the

absolute high point of Humane Education’s

three-decades of endeavour for a kinder

world. I learned so much from it.”

Clair Linzey,

Andrew Linzey,

Centre's website:

Journal of Animal Ethics:

www.oxfordanimalethics.com

http://www.press.uillinois.edu/journals/jane.html


